Tangaroa Blue Foundation
leading the charge to protect our coastline

Who hasn't picked up litter at the beach? Everyone is keen to keep our beaches clean right, but did
you know an amazing not for profit organisation is coordinating, not only a huge effort to remove
marine debris from our beaches, but also working to stop the flow of litter at its source?

The passionate crew at Tangaroa Blue Foundation, an Australia-wide not for profit are working hard
to protect and preserve the marine and coastal environment by reducing marine debris, one of the
biggest environmental issues facing our planet.

Tangaroa Blue is a one of hundreds of land and coastcare groups caring for our environment who
have signed up as members of the WA Landcare Network, the peak state landcare body established
to represent and support community based groups across WA.
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As Australia's leading organisation focusing on marine debris, Tangaroa Blue is catalysing action to
prevent, track and remove marine debris before it reaches the marine environment. To help them
achieve their goals, they have created the Australian Marine Debris Initiative (AMDI), an on-ground
network of contributing volunteers, communities, organisations and partners. They empower people,
businesses and governments to improve systems, processes and behaviours to achieve their main
objective- to stop the flow of litter at the source.

The organisation's largest and longest running annual event, the WA Beach Clean-Up started from
humble beginnings focusing on the south west's most iconic coastline through the Cape to Cape
Beach Clean-Up in 2005.

The Annual Clean Up has continued to grow and evolve over time with the support of local
communities. In 2021 the event saw clean ups conducted at 105 sites across WA from Kanidal Beach
in the south to Butcher Bay in the northern Kimberley. 1,517 volunteers removed 3.1 tonnes of
marine debris across 209 kilometres of coastline and more than 73,303 items were removed, sorted
and recorded into the Foundation’s Australian Marine Debris Initiative (AMDI) Database. Amazing!



Tangaroa Blue’s CEO and Founder, Heidi
Tait explains ‘So many people regularly
pick up rubbish and it can get kind of
overwhelming and frustrating that you
have to become someone else’s rubbish
collector.

By collecting data and being part of
source reduction projects, Tangaroa Blue
is assisting people to become citizen
scientists and contribute to tangible
solutions. This gives the action so much
more value.’

The Australian Marine Debris Initiative
(AMDI) has at its heart the largest marine
debris database in the southern
hemisphere recording over 20 million
debris items by the end of 2021. The
AMDI has over 2000 partner organisations
who contribute by submitting their own
clean-up data, and it has become a crucial
tool for informing policy change at local,
national and international levels.

Tangaroa Blue CEO, Heidi Tait at Yallingup Beach, 2004

The AMDI plays a key role in projects across Australia that are driving further research and strategies
around litter and marine debris prevention as well as monitoring those that are implemented, to
ensure they are having a positive impact.

Western Australia holds a special place in Tangaroa Blue’s heart. It has more than 12,800 kilometres
of coastline, the most of any state in Australia. It is home to some of the most unique and biodiverse
ecosystems on the planet. A walk along its length takes you past 2,000-year-old stromatolites, the
world’s largest population of dugongs, and headlands where you can see the biggest animal ever to
have lived, the blue whale, within a few hundred metres of land. It is also the place where Tangaroa
Blue Foundation was founded.

Heidi Tait, Tangaroa Blue Founder and
CEO, was a diving instructor, based in
Western Australia’s southwest. She spent
all her time either on, in or under the
ocean. She started to see plastics popping
up everywhere and questioned where it
was coming from, and more importantly,
how can we stop it from washing up in the
future.

The mantra of “if all we do is clean-up,
that’s all we'll ever do” has been at the
core of the development of Tangaroa
Blue’s programs that focuses just as much
on source reduction as on removal.
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Tangaroa Blue takes a holistic approach to the marine debris issue - not just cleaning, not just data,
not just education- but all of these aspects are incorporated into addressing both the removal and
prevention of marine debris and plastic pollution. Pivotal to the organisation’s success is its credibility
with all levels of government, community and industry through balanced, accurate and credible
sources of information, data and advice.



‘With plastic production continuing to increase, and more and more making its way into our
environment, marine debris has become an intergenerational problem. It affects wildlife directly
through entanglement and ingestion, destroys habitat, causes economic loss impacting tourism and
amenity, and is increasingly found to impact human health and safety’.

'We can't keep taking from our oceans, otherwise this critical ecosystem will collapse. Tangaroa Blue
was built to provide opportunities for anyone to give back, but within a framework that is aimed at
finding solutions,” said Heidi Tait.

Tangaroa Blue’s landcare efforts have also included working with Indigenous Land and Sea Rangers
in the Kimberley training them in data collection and source reduction frameworks and assisting with
educational events such as Dunsborough’s Bay Ok Day where 700 students learn about how they can
help protect Geographe Bay. Whatever the project, Tangaroa Blue maintains its vision to remove and
prevent litter from entering our waterways and oceans.

Tangaroa Blue encourages everyone to get involved with the 2022 Annual WA Beach Clean Up. This
year’s event will run between 14-17 October 2022 at sites along the Western Australian coastline. The
annual west coast event is fast approaching and its shaping up to be another successful campaign for
Tangaroa Blue Foundation! Register your clean-up site here

Find out more at Tangaroa Blue’s website www.tangaroablue.org and follow them on social media

@tangaroa.blue
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This article was produced with the assistance of the WA Landcare Network’s Landcare Story
Campaign generously funded by the WA Government’s State Natural Resource Management Program.
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https://www.tangaroablue.org/wa-beach-clean-up-site-registration-form/
https://www.tangaroablue.org/
https://www.facebook.com/tangaroa.blue

